Approaches Jvfussofmi 

Tefeymm <$f) from Secretary 7-tuff to Cfarye Tiirfin Otafy, AuyustlS, <qyy 


Y ou are instructed to seek an interview at the earliest 

possible moment with Mussolini and to hand him a copy 
of the following message which I am sending him at the 
direction of the President: 

I am asked by the President to communicate to you, in all 
friendliness and in confidence, a personal message expressing 
his earnest hope that the controversy between Italy and 
Ethiopia will be resolved without resort to armed conflict. In 
this country it is felt both by the Government and by the people 
that failure to arrive at a peaceful settlement of the present 
dispute and a subsequent outbreak of hostilities would be a 
world calamity the consequences of which would adversely 
affect the interests of all nations. 

When handing him this message, you should explain to him 
that we are not giving it out to the press. 

For your own confidential information, I may inform you that 
we have for some time contemplated sending such a message and 
that I am now informed by Marriner that the British and French 
Governments are of the opinion that we may in so doing reinforce 
their efforts to bring about a peaceful solution of the conflict. A 
copy of this message has been sent to Marriner and he has been 
authorized to show it in strict confidence to the British and French. 

Report fully. 


HULL 
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